
FAQ for Santa Clara County Schools and Districts

As of December 12, 2022 these are the frequently asked questions regarding the latest public
health orders, CDPH K-12 school guidance, CDC guidance, and Cal/OSHA COVID-19
standards, and additional details can be found in each document. Please note that this
document is updated regularly as additional information becomes availa

https://covid19.sccgov.org/public-health-order-faq
https://covid19.sccgov.org/public-health-order-faq
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/K-12-Guidance-2022-23-School-Year.aspx
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/71/wr/mm7133e1.htm?s_cid=mm7133e1_w
https://www.dir.ca.gov/dosh/coronavirus/Revisions-FAQ.html#faceCoverings
https://www.dir.ca.gov/dosh/coronavirus/Revisions-FAQ.html#faceCoverings
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SB1479
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Pages/LocalHealthServicesAndOffices.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/Testing-Framework-for-K-12-Schools-for-the-2022-2023-School-Year.aspx


Q: Do I need to hire someone to track school-related testing?
A: No, however, SB 1479 says an LEA "may" designate one staff member to report information
on its COVID-19 testing program to CDP

/reopening-schools/Documents/120522_CDPH-COVID-19-Treatments-Q&A-Flyer.pdf
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/Statement-on-Bivalent-COVID-19-Boosters-for-Children.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/Statement-on-Bivalent-COVID-19-Boosters-for-Children.aspx
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-authorizes-updated-bivalent-covid-19-vaccines-children-down-6-months?mc_cid=177bffc3dc&mc_eid=UNIQID


https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/Order-of-the-State-Public-Health-Officer-Vaccine-Verification-for-Workers-in-Schools.aspx
https://files.covid19.ca.gov/pdf/smarter-plan--en.pdf
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/K-12-Guidance-2022-23-School-Year.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/K-12-Guidance-2022-23-School-Year.aspx




Testing may help determine whether s

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/workplaces-businesses/vaccination-considerations-for-workplaces.html
https://covid19.sccgov.org/contact-tracing#quarantine-steps


The above list only provides examples of individuals for whom the State or County requires or
recommends testing and is not intended to be exhaustive. Please consult the California
Department of Public Health and County of Santa Clara Public Health Department websites for
the latest testing guidance.

K-12 School Testing Framework and COVID-19 School Guidance

Q: Are schools required to have a testing program?

A: Although schools are not required to maintain a testing program, CDPH strongly
recommends that schools facilitate access to testing, particularly for vulnerable populations
within their communities. Testing, especially of symptomatic individuals and those exposed to a
positive COVID-19 case, remains important for minimizing transmission and keeping students in
the cla na n

https://schools.covid19.ca.gov/#schoolGuidance
https://schools.covid19.ca.gov/#schoolGuidance


https://www.dir.ca.gov/dosh/coronavirus/covid19faqs.html
https://www.dir.ca.gov/dosh/coronavirus/covid19faqs.html
mailto:schools@dir.ca.gov
https://covid19.sccgov.org/sites/g/files/exjcpb766/files/documents/patient-testing-notice-1-31-22_0.pdf




https://www.dir.ca.gov/dosh/dosh_publications/Isolation-and-Quarantine-fs.pdf
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/I5849DB60A9CD11E0AE80D7A8DD0B623B?contextData=%28sc.Default%29&transitionType=Default
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/I38C00CF0FAF711DEAB9F840E8C11CEE5?viewType=FullText&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=CategoryPageItem&contextData=%28sc.Default%29
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/Order-of-the-State-Public-Health-Officer-Revision-of-Mandatory-Reporting-of-Covid-19-Results-by-Health-Care-Providers.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/ab685.aspx
https://www.dir.ca.gov/title8/3205.html
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/Guidance-on-Isolation-and-Quarantine-for-COVID-19-Contact-Tracing.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/Guidance-on-Isolation-and-Quarantine-for-COVID-19-Contact-Tracing.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/Guidance-on-Isolation-and-Quarantine-for-COVID-19-Contact-Tracing.aspx


extracurricular activities. As recommended in Table 2, they should w

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/Guidance-on-Isolation-and-Quarantine-for-COVID-19-Contact-Tracing.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/K-12-Guidance-2021-22-School-Year.aspx
https://covid19.sccgov.org/contact-tracing
https://covid19.sccgov.org/contact-tracing


https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/K-12-Guidance-2022-23-School-Year.aspx
https://www.ed.gov/coronavirus/factsheets/disability-rights
https://www.ed.gov/coronavirus/factsheets/disability-rights
https://www.osha.gov/coronavirus/ets2/faqs#accordion-81507-collapse1


https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/older-adults.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-with-medical-conditions.html


● Providing care for family members who are sick with or may have been exposed to
someone with COVID-19.

● Living in a household with someone who is suspected of having or has COVID-19.
● Someone from outside your household comes into your home who may be unvaccinated

(example: friend, relative, a repair person).
● You work outside the home and live with someone who is older or with a medical

condition that puts them at higher risk of severe COVID illness.

Q: What if my child is unable to wear a mask?

A: For persons unable to wear a mask or children aged <2 years, other prevention actions
should be taken, such as additional physical distancing and increased ventilation. Exposed
persons who develop symptoms should receive testing promptly.

Q: Is it required to wear face-covering indoors in Santa Clara County?

A: On March 2, 2022, the County of Santa Clara Public Health Department announced that all
masking metrics have been met and therefore indoor masking will no longer be required
beginning March 2. However, the Public Health Department and the California Department of
Public Health strongly recommend that the public continue to wear masks in all indoor public
spaces.

Q Will the mask requirement come back into effect?

A: CDPH will continue to assess conditions on an ongoing basis to determine when and how to
update masking guidance, with consideration of the indicators and factors noted below, as well
as transmission patterns, global surveillance, variant characteristics, disease severity, available
effective therapeutics, modeling projections, impacts to the health system, vaccination efficacy
and coverage, and other indicators to guide K-12 school operations.

Q: What if someone is exempt from wearing a mask?

A: Persons exempted from wearing a face covering due to a medical condition are strongly
recommended to wear a non-restrictive alternative, such as a face shield with a drape on n, commdg pr  ia , t
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https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/older-adults.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-with-medical-conditions.html
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/Schools-FAQ.aspx#


extracurricular activities, such as band, choir, theater, and other school clubs that meet indoors
and entail 

https://preparedness.cste.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/CSTE-Standardized-COVID-19-K-12-School-Surveillance-Guidance-for-Classification-of-Clusters-and-Outbreaks.pdf


https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/K-12-Guidance-2022-23-School-Year.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/K-12-Guidance-2022-23-School-Year.aspx
https://www.aap.org/en/pages/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19-infections/clinical-guidance/caring-for-children-and-youth-with-special-health-care-needs-during-the-covid-19-pandemic/
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/CDPH%20Document%20Library/COVID-19/Events-Playbook.pdf
http://www.inclusioncollaborative.org/warmline.aspx
mailto:WarmLineRemoteLearning@sccoe.org


A: The California Parent and Youth Helpline provide support and resource referrals to parents
and youth during the current COVID-19 pandemic, 7 days a week from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Call or text 1-855-4APARENT (855-427-2736) for services in English, Spanish and other
languages. For more information, please visit: https://caparentyouthhelpline.org/

A: Additional distance learning resources can also be found on the Santa Clara County Office of
Education’s COVID-19 Learning Resource Portal.

Q: Are school boards still meeting remotely?

A: On September 16, 2021, the Governor signed AB 361 authorizing a legislative body subject
to the Brown Act to continue to meet remotely using teleconference without compliance with the
Brown Act teleconference rules if certain conditions are followed including (1) initially the
existence of a proclaimed state of emergency and (2) requirements or recommended measures
from state or local officials to promote social distancing.

Q: Where can I find COVID-19 updates?

A: Updates can be found at the following websites: Santa Clara Public Health Department;
Governor Newso
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https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/caparentyouthhelpline.org/__;!!GYLAgPY1nfYXW-ZqwnM!eBYYmErfEyq5gB5dgoZCJsDcxr72ECi-0C2MWQ8HipH8xbo_RZYZ2hvjPhgLwIV81KuckBU$
https://caparentyouthhelpline.org/
/covid-19/Pages/default.aspx
/covid-19/Pages/default.aspx
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220AB361
https://www.sccgov.org/sites/phd/Pages/phd.aspx
https://www.gov.ca.gov/newsroom/
/COVID-19/Pages/default.aspx

